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Snapshot

Combined inspection report for 
youth detention centres
A report on our 2025 inspections of 3 Queensland 
youth detention centres – West Moreton, Brisbane 
and Cleveland
This is a combined report of our 2025 inspections 
of Queensland’s 3 youth detention centres (YDCs) 
– West Moreton, Brisbane and Cleveland.

Our report focuses on standards relevant to early 
days and daily life to show what the day‑to-day 
experience of a child in youth detention looks like. 
Our report also considers the nature of services, 
activities and support provided to Aboriginal 
children and Torres Strait Islander children. 

The main issues and positive practices identified 
for each focus area are listed below. 

Early days in the youth 
detention centre
•	 Not all YDCs complete individualised risk 

assessments to justify conducting partially 
clothed searches of children on admission.

•	 Brisbane YDC does not conduct partially 
clothed searches in accordance with policy 
and procedure.

•	 Cleveland YDC ensures most children receive a 
section induction and a phone call on arrival at 
the centre. 

Daily life
•	 Separations due to staff shortages occur but 

have reduced in frequency and duration.

•	 Units designed for independent living are not 
being used across all YDCs, with the exception 
of a boys unit at Cleveland YDC.

•	 Boys and girls are accommodated in close 
proximity at Cleveland YDC.

•	 Cleanliness and graffiti management at some 
YDCs have improved; however, children’s 
rooms are usually cleaned by children, and 
maintenance regimes require improvements to 
address ageing YDC infrastructure.

•	 Visitors are provided support by all YDCs to 
enable personal visits but the facilities are not 
sufficient to meet demand from professional 
visitors at Cleveland YDC.

•	 Some children do not receive regular 
time outdoors.

•	 Leave of absence applications lack consistent 
recordkeeping processes across YDCs.

•	 YDCs do not consistently comply with food 
safety standards, however, children receive 
varied meals and can provide feedback.

Service delivery to 
Aboriginal children and 
Torres Strait Islander children
•	 Staff currency with cultural awareness and 

capability training requirements is low.

•	 Decisions about exclusion from cultural 
programs and associated risk assessments are 
not adequately documented. 

•	 Levels of cultural program provision to 
children is difficult to assess due to a lack 
of recordkeeping. 

•	 Elder involvement at West Moreton YDC is high, 
but there is no or limited involvement of Elder 
groups at Brisbane and Cleveland YDCs.

•	 There are gaps in cultural support available 
to children, particularly after hours and 
on weekends. 



Youth detention centres

16 girls, 85 boys

16 girls, 125 boys

4 girls, 28 boys

112 operating capacity  
95 safe capacity

162 operating capacity  
137 safe capacity

32 operating capacity  
27 safe capacity

90% identified as Aboriginal children 
and Torres Strait Islander children

62% identified as Aboriginal children 
and Torres Strait Islander children

60% identified as Aboriginal children 
and Torres Strait Islander children

15 accommodation units

11 accommodation units

5 accommodation units

On 26 August 2025, it had: 

On 24 June 2025, it had: 

On 20 February 2025, it had: 

Located on Wulgurukaba 
Country in Townsville

Located on Yuggera 
and Ugarapul Country in 
Brisbane

Located on Yuggera 
and Ugarapul Country in 
Brisbane

Medical centre operated 
by Townsville Hospital and 
Health Service

Medical centre operated 
by West Moreton Hospital 
and Health Service

Medical centre operated 
by West Moreton Hospital 
and Health Service

Cleveland

Brisbane

West Moreton 


